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• The interplay between electric and strong nuclear forces

• Getting two protons to stick together?
◦ kinetic theory of gases (the fancy way of saying that particle 

velocity in a gas is distributed around the average velocity)
◦ quantum tunneling

• The principle of fusion – turning hydrogen into helium
◦ optional (i.e. won’t be on the quiz): proton-proton chain

Suggested reading:

Chapter 4 of David Weintraub’s book
It’s the power of quantum mechanics that allow the Sun to shine

https://www.forbes.com/sites/ethansiegel/2015/06/22/its-the-power-of-quantum-mechanics-that-allow-the-sun-to-shine/?sh=248984043f7e
http://aprsa.villanova.edu/files/chapter4.pdf

